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The Parks Canada Agency manages one of the finest and most extensive systems of protected natural and
historic areas in the world. The Agency’s mandate is to protect and present these places for the benefit and
enjoyment of current and future generations. This management statement outlines Parks Canada’s
management approach and objectives for Battle of Cook’s Mills National Historic Site.

The Battle of Cook's Mills National Historic Site is a rolling semi-rural landscape east of the Welland
Canal bordering the north bank of Lyon’s Creek in the City of Welland, Ontario. It was the site of an
engagement between British and Canadian troops and American forces during the War of 1812. After his
unsuccessful siege of Fort Erie, Lieutenant-General Gordon Drummond withdrew north and concentrated
his army along the Chippawa River. In October 1814, American forces under Major-General George Izard
advanced northwards. On October 18th Izard ordered Brigadier General Bissell with a force of about 9goo
men to march to Cook's Mills, a British outpost, to seize provisions in the form of wheat intended for
British troops. On October 19t at Cook's Mills, a heavy skirmish took place, involving men of the
Glengarry Light Infantry and the 82nd, 100th and 104th Regiments. Led by Lieutenant-Colonel
Christopher Myers, the British and Canadian troops succeeded in their objective of assessing the
American forces so that Drummond could take appropriate action. Having accomplished their
reconnaissance in force they withdrew in good order. Bissel also accomplished his mission of destroying
the wheat stored at the mills after which he and his men withdrew to join the main American force.
Shortly afterwards the Americans destroyed Fort Erie and re-crossed the Niagara River to go into winter
quarters.

Management Approach

There are no known extant remains of the battle; however, a cairn and plaque erected by the Historic Sites
and Monuments Board of Canada in 1977 marks the south-west corner of the battle site. Official
recognition refers to the designated polygon north of Lyon's Creek. This is an unmanned site, the
interpretive messaging is presented by the plaque.

Management Objectives

Resource Conservation: Parks Canada protects cultural resources at its heritage places in accordance
with its Cultural Resource Management Policy and the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation
of Historic Places in Canada. This includes basic monitoring of the state of cultural resources, and
documentation of interventions at the cairn site. The Battle of Cook’s Mills NHS was established in 1921 in
recognition of the historic engagement. Parks Canada’s primary management objectives are
1. To protect the historic and archeological characteristics of the cairn site of the Battle of Cook’s
Mills.
2. To protect the cultural heritage associated with the location on the north side of Lyon’s Creek, a
tributary of the Chippawa River, used by Drummond as a defensive position during the battle that
now forms part of the designated place.

Visitor Safety: Parks Canada puts appropriate measures in place to protect the health and safety of
visitors to the cairn site.

Site Maintenance: Parks Canada maintains a relationship with the municipality to cut the grass on the
property so as to respect the site’s heritage values, present a positive image to the public, and reflect the
Parks Canada brand.

Public Understanding and Appreciation: Parks Canada provides information about the significance
of the Battle of Cook’s Mills on its website, and on the Canadian Register of Historic Places. To encourage
visitor and local appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of the heritage of the site.

Links: www.HistoricPlaces.ca
or more information, please contact: www.HistoricPlaces.ca



http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=12957&pid=2406&h=Cooks,Mills
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=12957&pid=2406&h=Cooks,Mills

