
 

 

Landscape Character  Assessment  
&  

P lanning and M a n a g e m e n t  
Recom m endat ions



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Report has been funded in full by Parks Canada 











 

  v 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. INTRODUCTION 2 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 4 
2.1 Purpose of the Landscape Character Assessment 4 
2.2 Approach 5 
2.3 Methodology 6 
2.4 Viewshed Analysis 6 
2.5 Landscape Character Areas and Values 7 

2.5.1 Approach 7 

2.5.2 Geographic Sectors 7 

2.5.3 Landscape Character Areas 7 

2.5.4 Landscape Character Units 22 

2.5.5 Landscape Character Sensitivities 24 

3. VISUAL PREFERENCE SURVEY 27 
3.1 Purpose of the Visual Preference Survey 27 
3.2 Methodology 27 
3.3 Approach to Image Selection 27 
3.4 Key Issues and Opportunities from the Visual Preference Survey 27 

4. PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 31 
4.1 The Complex, Multi-Jurisdictional Landscape 31 
4.2 Scoping of Approaches 32 
4.3 The Menu of Approaches 34 

4.3.1 Regulatory and Quasi-Regulatory 35 

4.3.2 Community-Based 37 

4.3.3 Operational 37 

4.3.4 Communication 38 
4.4 Current Issues and Priorities for Action 42 

5. CONCLUSION 50 
 

Figure 1: Overview Map 

Appendix A: Landscape Character Area Maps 

       Viewshed Analysis Map; Landscape Character Area Maps 1 to 9 

Appendix B: Mapped Values from Public Consultation 

Appendix C: Existing Planning/Management Tools 

Appendix D: Public Engagement Summary and Detailed VPS Results 











Dillon Consulting Limited   

2.3 Methodology 

The following sections highlight the methodology used by the consultant team in the landscape character analysis which 
resulted in the mapping of landscape character areas along the Rideau Corridor.4 The initial landscape units and types as 
presented at the Steering Committee and at public workshops were refined and applied to the entire Corridor in a series 
of accompanying maps. 

The figure on the following page shows the evaluation process and outcomes of the study in a graphic format. 

2.4 Viewshed Analysis 

Although the designated area of the Canal itself is confined to the waterways, immediate shorelines and historic 
buildings and structures, its heritage values and the user experience is very much influenced by its environmental 
context both physically and visually. 

To support the exercise in identifying areas of sensitivity, and to establish a boundary for the landscape character 
assessment, a viewshed analysis (see Appendix A) was undertaken to determine the locations of views into and from 
the canal. The viewshed analysis used GIS software to map areas that are visible to travellers along the waterways (using 
an elevation of 4 to 5m above the canal as potentially seen from the upper deck of a yacht) as well as views into the canal 
from surrounding land. This encompasses heights of land that may be some distance away from the Canal. 

 

The GIS processing treated existing vegetation as permeable during the viewshed analysis, although it is acknowledged 
that vegetation may obscure or enhance both internal and external views. Since this exercise is undertaken using GIS 

                                                             
4 It is acknowledged that the National Capital Commission has conducted a visual assessment of the Rideau Canal for the 

area within its jurisdiction. 
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The landscape character values for each character area 
are summarized in the following table and mapping is 
provided in Appendix A. It is important to note that the 
experience of the Rideau Corridor is extremely diverse 
and what is valued in the landscape may be valued for a 
combination of historic, recreational, economic, cultural, 
social, or other considerations.  The values for each 
character area represent a baseline for the Corridor today 
and the management of landscape which considers the 
potential for landscape character change (see Section 4 of 
this report) take this baseline into consideration. 
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