Welcome to Kluane National Park and Reserve
(KNPR). This area is part of the traditional
territory of the Champagne and Aishihik First
Nations (CAFN), and Kluane First Nation
(KFN) and continues to be highly valued for its
abundance and diversity of northern plant and
fish and wildlife populations. Harvesting plants
and animals for food, medicine and ceremonial
purposes has long sustained the local indigenous
peoples of Kluane and today remains a vital
part of their culture. Today, KNPR is managed
cooperatively with CAFN and KFN.

Citizens of these two First Nation governments
maintain a deep cultural and spiritual connection
to the lands now within the park. They are key
partners in the management and conservation
of natural and cultural resources in KNPR. This
Brochure* is intended to inform visitors about
the harvesting rights of CAFN and KFN citizens
within KNPR.

Background

For thousands of years, Dén (indigenous people) pursued a subsistence-hunting and gathering lifestyle
throughout much of the region now called Kluane National Park and Reserve (KNPR). In 1943, the federal
government set aside this area as a game sanctuary to protect wildlife in the area, a move that also
effectively banned First Nations from hunting and trapping and pursuing their subsistence lifestyle. Prohibiting
subsistence harvesting by the area’s indigenous peoples has had serious and lasting effects on First

Nations’ culture and livelihoods, as well as the region’s ecosystem. A portion of the Kluane Game Sanctuary
became what is now Kluane National Park and Reserve in 1973. Parks Canada recognizes that First Nation
harvesting is an integral part of the ecological integrity of Kluane National Park and Reserve and the greater
Kluane region. Now, a renewal of First Nations subsistence harvesting within the park is helping to restore
the relationship between First Nations and their environment.

The recognition of aboriginal peoples’ rights to
harvest within the Kluane Game Sanctuary (and
later the park) was not easily achieved. Not until
1993 did CAFN finally receive legislated assurance,
through a comprehensive agreement, that they
could return to their traditional lands in the Kluane
area and resume harvesting in the park. In 2003,
KFN also negotiated a comprehensive agreement
confirming similar rights.

During negotiations, all parties (CAFN, KFN and
Canadian government) expressed concerns related
to conservation and public health and safety, and
were recognized as essential in maintaining the
natural and cultural environment. These principles
have been adopted by all parties, and remain key
principles in managing First Nations subsistence
harvesting activities.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What harvest activities will | encounter?
Common harvesting activities in Kluane National
Park and Rerserve (KNPR) include hunting,
trapping, fishing, or gathering plants for food
and medicine as well as any travel and camping
associated with harvesting activities.

2. Are there any places where | can travel where
harvesting activities are not allowed?

The entire area within the boundary of KNPR that
falls within Champagne and Aishihik First Nations
(CAFN) and Kluane First Nation (KFN) traditional
territories can be utilized for harvesting. There are
three No Harvest Zone’s (NHZ) located in the A’y
Chu Valley and Tachal Dhal (see Map). However
there are special circumstances that allow for First
Nation harvest to occur within these NHZ'’s as well.

First Nations harvesting activities are less likely
in those areas of KNPR where there is less fish,
wildlife, or plants, such as the icefields. CAFN
members are asked to observe a Voluntary No
Firearms Discharge Zone within a 1 km of the
Kathleen Lake Campground.

3. Who can | contact to report a problem or to
ask questions?

Contact Kluane National Park and Reserve

in Haines Junction for general questions and
information. Contact the Resource Conservation
and Park Warden office for matters related to law
enforcement, or to report a kill site. All contact
information is provided at the end of this brochure.

4. Is it possible to know ahead of time, what
harvest activities are taking place and where?
No, it is not always possible. Visitors to the park will
be told if there are any planned harvesting activities
in the area; however, as harvesting often occurs
opportunistically or spontaneously, this is not always
possible. First Nations harvesting occurs as needed
throughout the year and when resources are
available, but the majority of harvesting is between
June and October.

5. What happens if | run across a kill site?

In the event that you do encounter a kill site

with gut pile remains (entrails), leave the area
immediately and report the location to parks staff
as soon as possible. Animal remains can attract
bears and other scavenging animals and the area
can be very dangerous.

6. Can | approach a harvester with a kill to help
or to watch?

If you encounter a harvester who is field dressing
game, make yourself known to the harvester,
respect the harvester’s space needed to safely field
dress the game, and approach only if invited by the
harvester. Again, only take pictures or video if the
harvester gives you permission.

Recreation and Harvesting
Activities

If you are visiting KNPR, be aware that First
Nations may be exercising their subsistence
harvesting rights in the park. You may encounter
harvesting activities anywhere in KNPR, and at
any time of the year, but this is more likely between
June and October. CAFN and KFN citizens have
rights to use both traditional and current tools and
methods to engage in subsistence harvesting within
KNPR, which may include the use of snowmobiles
and ATVs. In the event that you do encounter

any signs of harvesting activities during your visit,
please be respectful of First Nations harvesting
rights and follow these guidelines:

» If you see harvesting activities taking place in the
park, exercise caution and use your best judgement
to determine if the harvester is aware of your
presence. You may decide to make yourself known
to harvesters by waving or calling out. Alternatively,
you may also decide to just leave the area if it is
safe to do so. Please keep in mind that a harvester
could be stalking wildlife and noise may scare their
quarry away;

(CAFN) and Kluane First Nation (KFN) have the
legal right to harvest in their respective traditional
territories within KNPR (See map). Only Park
Wardens and other enforcement officers are
allowed to ask for identification from First Nations
harvesters in KNPR. Please contact the Park
Wardens if you have any concerns regarding
harvesting activities in KNPR.

8. How can | know that | am safe?

First Nation harvesters are experienced hunters and
follow safe hunting practices. Generally, hunters
tend to avoid areas with high visitor traffic as wildlife
is also likely to avoid these areas as well. Following
the same safety precautions as you would for
travelling in bear country and for wilderness safety
(i.e. making noise, wearing bright colors) will help
ensure your safety when pursuing recreational
activities in KNPR.

9. Can | ask a First Nations harvester what they
are doing?

This depends on the individual harvester and can
vary with the situation. As a general guideline, make
yourself known to the harvester and approach a
harvester only if you are invited to do so. If there

is no communication with the harvester(s) please
continue on your journey.

* Please don’t interfere with any harvesting
activities. Be considerate, polite, and
courteous of other users and allow them

to carry out their activities in a respectful
manner;

* Only approach subsistence harvesters if you are
invited and remember that some people may feel
uncomfortable with visitors observing them;

» Always ask the harvester for permission before
taking any video or photographs of harvesting
activities;

Contact information
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